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Merriam Webster defines “spectator sport” as “a sport (such as 
football, baseball, ice hockey, etc.) that many people watch” or 
“something that people watch other people do without becoming 
involved themselves.”

That second definition is what many people consider sports to be.
But, really, there is no such thing as a “spectator sport.”
Do you really think these professional athletes would go through 

strenuous training and exhausting competition if people did not spend 
$15 billion on online sports tickets in 2023 to participate by reserving 
space in the same arenas in which they compete?

And one cannot describe as “uninvolved” the people spending a 
projected $20 billion on 2026 Super Bowl parties and other game-day 
purchases.

Not to mention the tailgating that goes on.  There can be as much 
competition pre- and post-game as there is during on-field activities.

So while one might say the athletes and cheerleaders are on the 
frontlines of the sporting events, the fans are fully involved 
participants, both with the time they take to watch it, the money they 
spend on tickets or cable, or active participation like cheering and 
wearing team clothing.

In the same way, those of us who claim Christ are also part of the 
body of Christ.  And the body of Christ is likewise in a competition.  
The apostle Paul said as much in 1 Cor. 9:24-27: “They do it to get a 
crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last 
forever” (v.25b).

As in other sports, the body of Christ needs every participant to do 
what’s necessary to win the gold.

In this newsletter, we’re focusing on how people help children through 
the works of empty tomb.  You can see more about those local events on 
pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter.

And through the statistics on page 3, and the end-of-year summary on 
page 4, you can see what your financial gifts have already helped 
accomplish in this new year of 2026.

We also want more direct participation in another of empty tomb’s 
works.  On this page, you can read about one church that has been going 
for the gold in helping children who are otherwise dying of treatable 
causes.  

Yes, this church’s participation in going for the gold in the body of 
Christ Olympics involves spending, even as supporting a sports team’s 
tickets and clothing require monetary as well as active participation.

It also involves active thinking and planning and arranging and 
recruiting other participants, the same way the best tailgating and Super 
Bowl parties do.

As you read the following report, will you please pray about being open 
to what God wants you to do in the body of Christ Olympics through 
Mission Match?  You might have to ask questions to find your favorite 
frontline “team” in one of the 40 countries.  You might have to work 
through your church’s “front office,” even as sports teams have front 
office management, to get the game details lined up.  And you will need to 
whip up enthusiasm and find the best cheerleaders to drum up the 
financial participation and the follow-up sharing of information.

Christianity is definitely not a spectator sport.  Yes, let’s support our 
university and professional and Olympic teams.

And let’s also go for the gold in the body of Christ Olympics, too!

Going for the Gold

If you are around the empty tomb building very 
much, you’re going to hear about Mission Match.  
On page 2, you can see some of the displays on 
the office hallways, for example.

Mark Kugler is a valuable volunteer who was 
engaged several times about the idea behind 
Mission Match: a church decides to help a 
medical clinic in one of 40 countries that is 
serving, in Jesus’ name, children under age five 
who are at risk of death without treatment.

So one day after leaving empty tomb, Mark 
heard on the radio about a couple trying to build a 
mother-child clinic in Ghana, one of the 40 
countries.  The clinic would be part of an effort of 
Christians in that area to help others who are 
under-served.

Mark followed up with the radio station to get 
information about the couple and their project.  
He then went to his church’s mission committee 

with a proposal: If their church would raise 
money, he knew of a place, empty tomb’s 
Mission Match, that would match up to $3,000 of 
the special offering to help build the clinic.

Now, for three years, his church, Cissna Park 
Christian Bible Church, has set a standard.  In 
2022, the church raised $4,716.19, which was 
matched by a $3,000 Mission Match contribution.  
The second year, 2023, the church raised $5,116, 
supplemented again by a $3,000 Mission Match 
matching contribution.  And in 2025, as the clinic 
nears completion, the church raised $5,362.75 
again matched by the Mission Match matching 
contribution of $3,000.  You can see reports of the 
three years of projects at missionmatch.org, on 
the What’s Happening page.

The church’s pastor wrote in the first year 
report, “I can’t help but wonder how many great 
things don’t get done because people worry it’s 
not enough.”

He’s right.  Games are not won all at once.  
Games are won play by play.  In the same way, 

the body of Christ changes the world project by 
project, done in Jesus’ name.

Right now, Mission Match has enough donated 
money to cover 33 more matching contributions.  
That means we need 33 applications for projects 
that local churches want to do to help the little 
children of the world.

We Christians have the frontlines covered by 
dedicated people working at Christian medical 
clinics in the 40 countries.  Your denomination or 
favorite para-denominational mission group can 
help you connect with one of them.  Can you 
imagine how much fun it would be for them to 
hear from folks in your church, asking, “So tell 
us, what building/people/supplies-equipment do 
you need to help these little children?”!?

Find out how your church can apply at 
missionmatch.org.

Join us in going for the gold in the body of 
Christ Olympics through Mission Match!

One Church Enters the Field to Help 
the Children

No such thing, really, as a “spectator sport” including in the body of Christ Olympics

Materials for the clinic, under construction 
for some years, have to be transported with 
no roads.  Flooding has created problems.  
Mark presented the church’s 2025 check.  
The envelope contained a thank-you letter 
to Mission Match.
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The Body of Christ In Action
We thank God for the many caring Christian individuals 

who volunteer at empty tomb.  Following are Christian 
groups and churches that individual and group volunteers 
represent through the works at empty tomb December 1, 
2025 – January 31, 2026.  Thanks to all.

Clothing Work: CU Church, C.; First Church of God, C.; 
First United Methodist Church, C.; Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, C.; Grace Lutheran Church, C.; The 
Lord’s Church-Champaign-Urbana, U.; Mattis Ave. Free 
Methodist Church, C.; New Life Church of Faith, U.; and, 
The Vineyard, U.

Christmas Distribution: First Baptist Church of 
Champaign at Savoy; First United Methodist Church, C.; 
First Presbyterian Church, U.; Mattis Ave. Free Methodist 
Church, C.; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, C.; New Life 
Church of Faith, U.; St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Gifford; 
and, Twin City Bible Church, U.

Food Work: Apostolic Christian Church, C.; The Church 
of the Living God, C.; Copper Creek Church, C.; Dublin 
Street Church of Christ, U.; Emmanuel Memorial Episcopal 
Church, C.; Faith Community Church, U.; Faith United 
Methodist Church, C.; First Baptist Church of Champaign 
at Savoy; First Mennonite Church, U.; First United 
Methodist Church, C.; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
C.; Grace Lutheran Church, C.; Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, Flatville; Mattis Avenue Free Methodist Church, 
C.; New Covenant Fellowship, C.; Pilgrim Missionary 
Baptist Church, C.; St. Matthew Lutheran Church, U.; 
Trinity Lutheran Church, U.; and, Wesley United Methodist 
Church, U.

Furniture Work: Chinese Christian Church, C.; 
Emmanuel Memorial Episcopal Church, C.; Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, C.; Mattis Avenue Free Methodist 
Church, C.; Sangamon Valley Church, Mahomet; St. John’s 
Catholic Church, C.; St. Patrick Catholic Church, U.;        

St. Philomena Catholic Church, Monticello; Trinity 
Lutheran Church, U.; and, Twin City Bible Church, U.

Office/Other: Apostolic Christian Church, C.; Christian 
Bible Church, Cissna Park; CU Church, C.; Emmanuel 
Memorial Episcopal Church, C.; Faith Community Church, 
U.; First Presbyterian Church, U.; First United Methodist 
Church, C.; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, C.; Grace 
Lutheran Church, C.; Mattis Avenue Free Methodist 
Church, C.; St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Gifford; St. Patrick 
Catholic Church, U.; Sangamon Valley Church, Mahomet; 
Stone Creek Church, U.; and, Windsor Road Christian 
Church, C.

Please contact Sylvia Ronsvalle, Exec VP, at 
info@emptytomb.org if we neglected to include your 
church or student group who made a group effort to assist 
others in Jesus’ name through empty tomb, inc.  We will 
plan both to thank you and include you in the next issue!

By John and Sylvia Ronsvalle

Observations and Reflections

What Do You Do 
with Something 
This Weird?

It was 50 years ago on January 1, 1976.  
John said that God timed it because the 
date was easy to remember: First day of 
the U.S. bicentennial year.

We’ve told this before.  We’re telling it 
again in the 50th anniversary year of it.

John was getting ready for work.  
Suddenly it seemed like he was standing 
in a large farmyard pen.  There were sheep 
running around, acting upset.

There was a broken-down chicken 
coop on John’s left.  From behind the 
coop, a ravenous wolf walked out.  It had 
yellow eyes, bared teeth, and drool 
coming out of its mouth.  Draped over its 
back was a sheepskin.

Suddenly, on John’s right, Jesus was 
standing there.  John doesn’t know if Jesus 
spoke, or John just knew.  But Jesus 
wanted John to reach out and take the 
sheepskin off the wolf.

John, of course, preferred not to do so.  
But Jesus seemed insistent.

So John carefully reached out and took 
the sheepskin off the wolf.

Two things happened immediately.
First, the sheep calmed down and came 

into order.
Second, John knew that the wolf’s 

name was Mammon.
That was 50 years ago.  What do you 

do with something that weird?
At the time, we had hardly anything to 

do with Mammon.  In those early years of 
empty tomb, we were what Sylvia refers 
to as “poor poor.”  For example, when 
folks at the end of a Bible study wanted to 
go for Dairy Queen afterwards, cones at 
that time were 10¢ (remember those 
days?).  And between us, we did not have 
a single dime, and we went home instead.

So why would John get a vision about 
Mammon and the church (we’ve always 
assumed that’s who the sheep were)?

We’ve been trying to figure that out 
ever since.

That’s what encouraged the research.  
That’s where the question about church 

giving continued to develop.  We figured if 
church people were already giving at least  
10% or more of after-tax income, then 
there wasn’t much more we could do.  
We’d be off the hook!  But, of course, we 
found the average amount is now closer to 
2% and even falling.

Having been “poor poor” ourselves, we 
also understand how important hope is for 
people in need.  That’s one reason we stay 
committed to the local works.  A Food 
Delivery or piece of furniture or the right 
piece of clothing, a tank of gas, a bridge-
payment for rent, or clearing up a medical 
bill, even one time, can help keep hope 
alive and maybe open a different pathway.

We stay committed to the local works.  
When we were able to buy a house, we 
could have moved anywhere.  God opened 
the way so we could buy the house right 
next door to empty tomb.

We are so grateful that so many 
Christians continue to have a vision for the 
local works.

Still, that farmyard pen and 
confrontation between John and the wolf 
was bigger than that.

And the potential of the church is so 
much bigger than that.  How to mobilize 
that, too?

And that’s the question Mission Match is 
designed to answer.  Imagine churches 
excited to help little children not die from 
treatable causes!  Every church member 
needed, to meet in Jesus’ name an immediate 
and critical need!

Of special note regarding sheep in 
disarray.  A study quoted in a recent 
American Bible Society email said that 
only 19% of Gen Z feel they have “the 
opportunity to use my giftings” at church.  
The email observes, “... we may be 
teaching our people to consume rather 
than to contribute.”1

And a Chronicle of Philanthropy
opinion piece suggests Gen Z are not 

engaging with nonprofits because they 
want something different: “Young people 
want large-scale systemic change but 
reject elite social-service pathways that 
manage inequity rather than challenging it.”2

What does that mean for the church?  
Well, guided by the vision of 50 years ago, 
we think it has something to do with using 
money-power for good through our church 
structures at a scale with our potential and 
with the need.

Start with insuring that Christian 
medical clinics in 40 countries have the 
facilities, people, and supplies-equipment 
to ensure that families can be more 
confident their children under age five will 
not die.

And, yes, complete the Bible 
translations that are in the works and 
engage all the unengaged, unreached 
people groups.

Then move on to urgent needs like 
food security, clean water, and primary 
education.  The resources are here in the 
body of Christ.

The change we see looks a lot like 
what happens when all Christians use their 
gifts to change the world in Jesus’ name.

We’re still trying to figure out how to 
get the movement we see going.  And we 
need your help.

Please pray with us.  Please see if God 
wants you to figure out a project that your 
church can do with a Mission Match 
application.  We have enough matching 
money for 33 new applications right now.  
See missionmatch.org.

God doesn’t distribute visions lightly.  
Maybe, 50 years later, the time is now for 
this vision to move into a powerful new 
reality.  At scale.  We move with you into 
that future.  Amen.

1 John Farquahr Plake, PhD, “Is the Equipping Gap Holding 
Your Church Back?”, American Bible Society. 2/15/2026, 
7:14:40 AM CST email, printed 2/16/2026, 10:38 AM, p. 1.
2 Jim Krause, “The Real Reason Gen Z Isn’t Interested in 
Nonprofit Jobs,” Chronicle of Philanthropy, 2/11/2026, 
<https://www.philanthropy.com/opinion/commons-krause-
talentcrisis/#:~:text=Young%20people%20want%20
large%2Dscaleinequity%20rather%20than%20challenging
%20it.>, accessed 2/17/2026, 10:26 AM, p. 1.

One thing we’ve 
done is decorate the  

hallways.




