empty tomb, inc.

301 North Fourth Street
P.O. Box 2404
Champaign, IL 61825-2404

Change Service Requested

P2 ”

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 333
CHAMPAIGN, IL

/.
through empty tomb, inc. h

Vol. 54, No. 6

A Two-Month Report of the Works through empty tombYinc.

December 2025-January 2026

Together, in Jesus’ Name, We Are Helping Our Neighbors Bridge Gaps

The phone begins ringing on Monday mornings before 8 AM with
Helping Referrals, even though we start answering at 8.

Here on page 1 and on page three of this newsletter, one referral that
we received in each month in 2025 is described.

These are examples of how, together, we were able to

help our local neighbors face their difficult situation

this past year. This action was possible because of

donations received last December.

As we look forward to 2026, we hope to be
able to continue to bridge gaps, in Jesus’

name, with our local neighbors at their

points of need. Your gifts postmarked by

December 31 will help us do just that.

R

Together we can again spread Christmas joy throughout the New Year!

f January N

The place where a
woman worked closed
down for a month for
remodeling. At this point, she
had just started back to work but
could not afford her power bill
of over $450. empty tomb was
able to pay the power bill.

N J
April N

A student became 1ll
and was off work for
several weeks. She could
pay part but not all of her

rent. She could not pick up
extra shifts because that schedule
conflicted with her classes. The
agency said the person was aware
this was a one-time assistance.
empty tomb was able to cover the
rent balance of about $300.

N J
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In Jesus” Name

f

February

A woman needed her
car for her job. When the
car needed a major repair,
she got it fixed, but was now
short of money to pay her
rent. empty tomb was able to
pay the rent balance due of
over $800.

N

J

May

A mother was off
work while her child
was hospitalized. She
had a steady job and was
now back at work.
However, she was behind on
her rent by about $1,000.
empty tomb was able to pay the
back rent balance.

N\

As Helping
Coordinator, Debbie
Smith has been
receiving the Helping
and Food Referrals, as
well as coordinating —
the Furniture Work. e St

We are happy to report  Helping Coordinator
that in 2026, the plan is

for Debbie to move from part-time to
fulltime. She will continue her
Helping Coordinator duties as well as
take on some of the administrative
tasks for the local works. We thank
God for this new development in

2026!

f March N

A fulltime student
could not afford his auto
insurance. His mother
normally helped with the
expense but had been injured at
work and so could not assist him
at this time. The young man
planned to go to work once school
was out in two months. empty
tomb paid the auto insurance bill
of about $140 so the young man

kkcould attend classes. J/

\

f June \
A family had plans to

move from an emergency
shelter to a permanent home.
The mother was beginning
schooling that would result in a
job, and was working with an agency
in the transition. However, the family
found out they needed to clear up an
old utility bill before moving into the
housing. empty tomb was able to pay

\

)
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the bill of more than $450.
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Observations and Reflections

= We Come from

»' Good Stock

By Jon and Sylvia Ronsvalle

We all come from somewhere. The two of
us are not particularly interested in our
historical stock through personal family
genealogies. But from what we do know,
people from at least eight countries that span
Europe from north to south contributed to the
two of us being here today.

As Christians, we also have a genealogy.
In this one, however, we are each individually
connected directly to the Founder, unlike to
our great-great-great-...great-forebearers.

And here we know that we come from
very good stock.

Church history shows that the
contributions that Christians make have
waxed and waned. In this article, we want to
explore some of the good the church has done.

For example, according to Rodney Stark,
Christians introduced a revolutionary idea
into the Roman Empire, and the world itself:
an identity beyond tribalism. In verses like
1 Cor. 1:2 (*... together with all those
everywhere who call on the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ”) and Galatians 6:10 (... let us
do good to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers”), a new
idea was introduced.

Stark points to early Christians —
sometimes dying in the process — nursing
pagans and Christians during two great
plagues in the 160s and 250s as evidence that
Christians extended their concern beyond
their own circles. !

Historian Peter Brown noted that by the
370s, richer Christians were joining the
church attracted by the equality of all people
being preached, in contrast to the
competitive hierarchies in Roman culture.
He states, “Not only were potentially
conflicting segments of the privileged
classes brought together in a benign
environment. The formation of vertical
links between the great, the not so great, and
the ‘middling’ plebeians — not to mention
the poor — was actively encouraged ...”>

Francis Cardinal George points out that
the early Christians continued to respond to
their circumstances such that, “... within a few
hundred years after the fall of Rome, an even
greater Europe was again Christian.””

The Body of Christ In Action

We thank God for the many caring Christian
individuals who volunteer at empty tomb. Following are
Christian groups and churches that individual and group
volunteers represent through the works at empty tomb
October 1 — November 30, 2025. Thanks to all.

Clothing Work: CU Church, C.; First United
Methodist Church, C.; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,
C.; Grace Lutheran Church, C.; The Lord’s Church -
Champaign-Urbana, U.; Mattis Ave. Free Methodist
Church, C.; New Life Church of Faith, U.; and, Twin
City Bible Church, U.

Food Work: Apostolic Christian Church, C.; The
Church of the Living God, C.; Copper Creek Church, C.;
Dublin Street Church of Christ, U.; Emmanuel Memorial
Episcopal Church, C.; Faith Community Church, U.;
Faith United Methodist Church, C.; First Baptist Church

Yes, renewal movements were necessary.
Heroes of the church include Francis of
Assisi, Ignatius Loyola, Teresa of Avila,
Martin Luther, and John Calvin, to name a few.

Another is John Wesley in England, whose
emphasis on works of mercy to be carried out
by church members in 1700s England
resulted in Sunday schools to educate
children who worked in factories the other six
days, the end of slave trading and soon
slavery, printing presses, schools, hospitals
and orphanages in Asia and Africa.*

The last known letter that Wesley wrote
was to William Wilberforce, telling him, “Go
on, in the name of God and in the power of
His might, till even American slavery (the
vilest that ever saw the sun) shall vanish away
before it.”

The Student Volunteer Movement saw
over 8,000 young people, many leaving
college, go to serve overseas in the late 1800s.°

Denominations also were involved in
international missions. By 1916, churches
in the U.S. were supporting 349 male
physicians, 158 women physicians, and 814
hospitals and dispensaries in Asia and
Africa.” And, this at a time when only 1%
of U.S. homes had electricity and indoor
plumbing.”®

In the U.S., in the 1800s, churches in the
U.S. also turned their attention to social ills.
Churches and their related institutions were
responsible for major social movements in the
U.S., including abolition, the women’s
movement, campaigns against government
corruption, improved treatment of criminals
and those mentally ill, as well as the growth
of private philanthropy that founded private
hospitals, homes for orphans and the elderly.’

As Sidney Ahlstrom observed, “The
thousands of laymen awakened by the
movement also became powerful agents in
other crusades and campaigns during the
World War and the twenties, illustrating what
has always been the most important aspect of
the entire foreign missions impulse: its reflex
effect on the life and church activities of the
Christians at home.”!°

Wow! We come from good stock indeed!

So, if all this wonderful potential is in our
“genes,” so to speak, what might God want to
do in our times?

There’s no question that the Founder has
burst out through Christians again and again
in history. So where should we look for a
bursting forth at this time?

Over the years, here at empty tomb, we’ve
seen burbles of God’s Spirit moving

of Champaign at Savoy; First Mennonite Church, U.;
First United Methodist Church, C.; Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, C.; Grace Lutheran Church, C.;
Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church, C.; Mattis
Avenue Free Methodist Church, C.; New Covenant
Fellowship, C.; New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist
Church, U.; Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church, C.;

St. Matthew Catholic Church, C.; St. Matthew Lutheran
Church, U.; Salem Baptist Church, C.; and Trinity
Lutheran Church, U.

Furniture Work: Chinese Christian Church, C.;
Emmanuel Memorial Episcopal Church, C.; Faith United
Methodist Church, C.; First United Methodist Church,
C.; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, C.; Mattis Avenue
Free Methodist Church, C.; Sangamon Valley Church,
Mahomet; St. John’s Catholic Church, C.; St. Matthew
Catholic Church, C.; St. Philomena Catholic Church,

Christians in the same way Christians have
reached out historically. For example,
remember Rodney Stark’s comment about
early Christians nursing others during two
plagues? Well, in the early days of AIDS,
there was fear and mystery around the
disease. Yet, two churches in empty tomb’s
Food Delivery network contacted us to say
that if we received referrals for households
where AIDS was present, they would deliver
food there. We did and they did.

That’s the Spirit! And we truly believe
that God would love for a great and broad
movement to happen in our times.

Rodney Stark poses and answers a
question about how churches can change:
“How do religions ‘revitalize’? Primarily by
effectively mobilizing people to attempt
collective actions.”!!

What collective action would be worthy of
all of us in the church at this time?

There are, of course, many options, and
many favorites among different groups of
Christians. That can present a problem.
Bjorn Lomborg, president of a Danish think
tank, was quoted in an interview as observing
“... that global efforts to do good are often
hampered by wanting to achieve too much at
once. ‘Saying everything is a priority means
nothing is a priority,” he says.”!?

One area where all Christians can agree is
that Jesus loves the little children of the
world. Therefore, it is reasonable that
Christians could mobilize to be sure that more
of these little children do not die before their
fifth birthdays from treatable causes.
Different groups of Christians already have
their own distribution channels, their own
international contacts. The only thing
missing is a broad group of us agreeing that
reducing, in Jesus’ name, the rate of these
child deaths is a top priority.

Where to begin? One congregation at a
time. Your congregation. empty tomb’s
Mission Match stands ready to help you take
the first steps. See missionmatch.org.

When Christians faced the plagues, when
Wilberforce faced the slave trade, when
Christians promoted education among factory
children, they all began by taking the first
step.

We in the church come from good stock.
Another great movement is waiting to happen
now. Please let us hear from you so, together,
we can continue to write God’s remarkable
story through the church in this time.

See page 3 for End Note sources.

Monticello; Trinity Lutheran Church, U.; and, Twin City
Bible Church, U.

Office/Other: Apostolic Christian Church, C.;
Christian Bible Church, Cissna Park; The Church of the
Living God, C.; Cornerstone Baptist Church, Savoy; CU
Church, C.; Emmanuel Memorial Episcopal Church, C.;
First Presbyterian Church, U.; First United Methodist
Church, C.; Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, C.; Grace
Lutheran Church, C.; Mattis Avenue Free Methodist
Church, C.; St. Patrick Catholic Church, U.; Sangamon
Valley Church, Mahomet; and, Windsor Road Christian
Church, C.

Please contact Sylvia Ronsvalle, Exec VP, at
info@emptytomb.org if we neglected to include your
church or student group who made a group effort to
assist others in Jesus’ name through empty tomb, inc.
We will plan both to thank you and include you in the
next issuel!
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