
  
 

Contribution Categories Highlights

Table 1: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Expenditure Survey,
2004 Cash Contributions: Americans' Charitable Giving (Aggregated)>

• What cash contributions categories did the Consumer Expenditure Survey
measure?

 The Consumer Expenditure Survey measured contributions to:
•   charities and other organizations
•   churches, religious organizations
•   educational institutions

• What category received the most contributions?
 The category of "churches, religious organizations" received 71% of all charitable contributions.

 The category of "churches, religious organizations" received the highest portion of after-tax income in
every bracket, whether considered by age, region, or income.

• Did the Consumer Expenditure Survey measure stocks and bonds as well as cash contributions?
 The Consumer Expenditures Survey included the separate category of "Gifts to non-CU [Consumer Unit]

members of stocks, bonds, and mutual funds" as a separate category under "Cash Contributions." The CE
survey did not break out whether these gifts were to individuals or to charitable organizations. For
purposes of the present analysis, it was assumed that expenditures in this category were directed to
charitable organizations, thus producing the most generous estimate possible of "cash contributions" for
charitable organizations.

Table 1: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Consumer Expenditure Survey,
               2004 Cash Contributions: Americans' Charitable Giving (Aggregated)
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Annual Expenditures
Cash Contributions
Cash contributions to:

   charities and other organizations $18.32 20%

   church, religious organizations 65.71 71%

   educational institutions 5.36 6%

Gifts to non-CU members of stocks, bonds, and mutual funds 2.90 3%

Total $92.29 100%

Details in the above table may not compute to the numbers shown due to rounding.
Source: empty tomb, inc. 2006 analysis of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics CE Survey, 2004

http://www.emptytomb.org/index.html



